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VISIBILITY THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 

 

ÁHarland Simon have a long history in computing. 

- As a controls company been around since 1915 

- Developed Submarine Controls in the 70ôs 

- Introduced I.T. to newspaper printing in the 80ôs 

Company Information 



VISIBILITY THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 

  

The concept was first used in I.F.F. during the World War II, where it was 

used to identify aircraft as Friend or Foe. 

 

First true passive RFID tags demonstrated in 1971 to New York port 

authority as a possible method of collecting tolls. 

 

The plan presented to investors in 1969 showed potential uses as 

 
Åautomatic toll system or electronic license plate,  

Åelectronic manifest,  

Åbanking (electronic check book, electronic credit card),  

Åsecurity (personnel identification, surveillance), 

Åmedical (identification, patient history) 

  

History of RFID ï 
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Why use RFID? 

Advantages over barcodes, 

 
Á No need for line of sight.  

 

Á Doesnôt require human interaction. 

 

Á Multiple consecutive reads. 

 

Á Not human readable. 

 

Á Programmable ï can be reused. 
 



VISIBILITY THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 

 

ÁRetail - Anti theft. 

ÁBaggage tags at Airports. 

ÁLogistics - Asset control. 

ÁAnti counterfeit goods ï Prada Handbags. 

ÁPassports ï anti counterfeiting and data storage.  

ÁProduction line tracking. 

ÁThe London marathon / Ski lift passes. 

 

 

. 

 

 

Where are they used? 
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Wal-Mart mandate 

ÁIn January 2005, Wal-Mart required its top 100 suppliers to apply 

RFID labels to all shipments.  

ÁIn October 2005 the University of Arkansas' IT Research Institute 

released a report on its preliminary study of the impact of RFID on 

reducing retail out-of-stocks and concluded that RFID reduced out 

of stocks (OOS) by 21% over non-RFID based stores. 

 

U.S. Department of Defense mandate 

ÁDefense Federal Acquisition Regulations Supplements (DFARS)  

as of 1 March 2007, EPC Global tags must comply with 

EPCglobal Class 1 Generation 2 specification. 

 

. 

 

 

RFID Mandates 


